
 
 

Craobh Úll Mór Nua Eabhrac 
Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann   

Annual Branch Report, October 2015 
 
A chairde: 
I am pleased to present the Annual Branch report for the period October 2014 through September 2015. We currently have 
64 memberships, which include 71 individuals.  
 
Our activities during the past year include: 
* The Branch represented in the Queens County St. Patrick’s Day Parade, held in Rockaway on March 7th.  
 
* In March, the Branch supported the 4th Annual Sober St. Patrick’s Day® NYC event in Manhattan. We also welcomed 
the Ards Branch Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Éireann from Bangor, County Down to NYC, as they performed in a number of 
venues, including Sober St. Patrick’s Day® NYC!   
 
* We held a highly successful Branch fundraiser, a “Céilí Extravaganza,” on Saturday, April 25th, from 7:30 to 11:30 pm at 
the NYIC. The music was donated by 9 musicians, anchored by Ceol na gCroí: Linda Hickman, Séagda Coyle, John Nolan, 
Annmarie Acosta, Brendan Fahey, and Branch members Don Meade, Doug Barr, Lisa Farber, and Cathy Hornberger. Thanks 
very much to all who contributed to our efforts! 
 
The Branch again offered a Full Term ($400) scholarship to the CIAW in memory of musician and long-time Branch member 
Jack Coen.  
 
Ed Shevlin was awarded a Gallitan Human Rights Fellowship by NYU to conduct research in Belfast for three months 
over this past summer. By all accounts, his experience was amazing, and we await the results of his research. 
 
In September, the Branch held the seventh annual “Friends of Úll Mór Awards” dinner/céilí, where we honored Cathy 
Hornberger, our Branch Vice Chair and seisiún organizer / host. Prior to the awards céilí, we served a dinner, catered by 
The Butcher Block, to forty people. 
 
Our seisiún cheoil is thriving on the third Sunday of each month (September through June), thanks to the efforts of Cathy 
Hornberger and her committee. We continue to host a featured musician each month, and donations are solicited to cover 
expenses. 
 
The Branch continues to host a monthly céilí and social on the fourth Saturday of each month from September through May, 
featuring music by Ceol na gCroí Céilí Band. At 7:00 we offer a set dance lesson, primarily for newcomers, led by our former 
Chair Terry Rogers. In September, we hope to renew our Irish language lesson at 7 pm as well. 
 
I am pleased to be able to say that Irish music, dance, song, language, and storytelling are flourishing in New York City! 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Maureen Donachie / Cathaoirleach agus Oifigeach Caidrimh Poiblí / Craobh Úll Mór CCÉ / 20 October, 2015    


